Please find some brief comments from DSE on the Draft Future Melbourne.  

We are encouraged by the direction that the City of Melbourne is taking in regards to the future challenges our City faces.  We appreciate the chance for input into this initiative and although this is not a comprehensive analysis of the report we have looked at a number of specific areas of interest and briefly commented.   

Zero-carbon city 

· In regards to the indicators used, Global Reporting Initiative indicators could also be considered, see http://www.globalreporting.org/Home
Healthy Water Efficiency 
Note that Best Practice Environmental Management Guidelines for Urban Stormwater contains different targets than those proposed in Future Melbourne 

· Best Practice: total suspended solids should be reduced by 80%, total phosphorous and total nitrogen should both be reduced by 45%.   

· Future Melbourne: total suspended solids reduced by 20%, total phosphorous and total nitrogen to be reduced to 11%.
In addition, an exploration of institutional arrangements with water authorities, such as City West Water, could be introduced into this section. 

Resource and material-efficient 
It’s good to see how closely this section is aligned with the Towards Zero Waste initiative.  There are opportunities to link with existing initiatives and groups such as: 

· The recently released Draft Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Strategic Pan.  This Plan emphasises the need for coordination across metropolitan Melbourne and the development of facilities to recover resources. 

· Links or partnerships could be created with relation to Goal 1 with neighbouring councils to develop resource recovery options and a market for the resulting products. 
· Sustainability Victoria as they have a range of recycling and product stewardship projects which would relate to Goal 4.
I believe approaches such as “city as catchments” and “city as an ecosystem” are concepts that will go along way to making our city more economically, socially, environmentally and culturally sustainable.   

I would encourage ongoing contact with the Department of Sustainability and Environment as Future Melbourne moves forward. Continuing strong links between DSE and the City of Melbourne is of great benefit to a broad range of programs and policy development.
Environment Policy and Climate Change
Department of Sustainability and Environment
