Future Melbourne Briefing Meeting
 

North Melbourne Drum African Centre
 3/06/2008         

Following is a summary of a discussion that was held with CALD community representatives and representatives of the Drum Africa Centre in North Melbourne.  The feedback from this discussion has been fed into the Future Melbourne plan by members of the project team that were present at the discussion.

The discussion launched from the question, what would you like the future of our city to look like?

Housing

· Affordability

· Working population is unable to purchase- against religion to take out loans.  Affordable houses to buy need to be built.

· Succession planning for home ownership.

· Access
· Low housing stock and large waiting lists.

· Appropriateness

· Recognition that there is a lack of housing to meet the demand.

· Two bedroom apartments are forced to accommodate large numbers of people- families of 9 people in two rooms. Not appropriate.
· Diverse community are being accommodated in the one area, not always a successful mix, i.e. drug dealers around children.

· Housing current mixture of unemployed and working, those working can’t afford to move out which takes up spaces for those who are unable to work/ unemployed, no movement and subsequently no free space.

Cultural Recognition of appropriate housing.

· Houses needs to reflect cultural differences, girls and boys beyond a certain age cannot be in the same bedroom however, majority of people are living in two bedroom apartments.  Failure to recognise this can lead to family violence etc.

Community Infrastructure/ Facilities
· The Community have specific needs
· Need spaces that can accommodate a diverse range of activities/ need spaces to teach.
· Also need spaces to gather.
· This is also important psychologically- community spaces lead to a feeling of engagement.
Community Parkland

· Needs to be integrated and safe for all.
Cultural Diversity
· Love that Melbourne has a rich cultural diversity.  They want to live in and share a city that reflects this.

· Melbourne needs to be a city where we can accommodate many different people.

· Melbourne is a city that many come to without a lot of money or possessions, but are very willing to and have a lot to contribute (and they want to).

· Want to celebrate an inclusive city together. (Want to feel safe in doing so)

Vulnerable Groups

· The elderly and youth need to be provided for within the plan.

· Need programs that include these groups and ensure that wider society is inclusive of them and that these groups feel included.
· Need to look after each others rights (including those of disadvantaged (poor) background).  Also need to look after the feelings of people.

· Youth

· Trouble around youth boredom. Need the opportunity to access activities etc to stem boredom.
· Need safe spaces for youth to converge and not feel threatened.
· Need sports clubs, activity centres etc to cater for all ages (ie when a child leaves the U/13 Sports team there are higher age groups they can go to, they are not out of options)
· Clubs and teams foster community also.
Support

· Council, sports teams, businesses need to provide support for these communities.  Need a research data base of businesses that can volunteer in these areas.
· Need to expand existing programs i.e. homework club.
Employment and volunteering

· Access to employment opportunities for men within the community.
· Volunteer opportunities need to be set up, so those wishing to fulfil Centrelink requirements and have the opportunity to do so and those who need work experience prior to employment, can have access to it. 
Drugs/ Health

· The impact of drug use on the overall family health.
· Drugs being used in the presence of children- what message is this conveying.
· Drug users that also live in the area are having a detrimental impact on the children, how can families feel safe with confronting drug behaviour surrounding them, also families couped up in small spaces because parents are too afraid to send their kids outside because of what awaits them.
· In housing commission areas the mixture of people is not safe (drug users and people that have spent time in prison): how can you then raise healthy children?). Need a good environment for people to live in.
Barriers

· Language
· Cultural and religious barriers
Schooling

· Language barrier- parents are only able to help their children to a certain age in schooling, when their language prevents them from helping to the extent they would like, therefore families need help with children’s education.  Current homework clubs are at capacity.
Home care
· Elderly people need home respite care that meets their cultural needs.
Government and Government services (all levels).
· Need by in by all Levels of Government for FM.
· Government need to be a part of society.
· Government delivering on promises of services to the community.
· African immigrants migrating to Australia via NZ- not entitled to benefits.
Police
· Need understanding of issues within communities (i.e. boredom amongst youth).
General comments around the goals.

· The 6 broad goals are really good and will develop a Melbourne they want for the future.
