FUTURE MELBOURNE

 

Dear Sir/Madam,

Apologies, I don't have the time to learn to play the games at the web site but wish to make some relevant points and find it difficult to translate my thoughts into the web site.

 

CONNECTED CITY:

Three recommendations:

 

1.    That the City of Melbourne urge the State Govt to build the Caulfield-Footscray rail link before any East West road link because it's need is more certain and it will give time to test the study's assumptions on a host of issues including fuel prices and their impact on east-west road traffic. (We are going through a shift to public transport patronage way beyond any previously experienced - so its ultimate values are harder to predict.)

 

2.    That whilst "Transit Directed Development" is essential, the Caulfield-Footscray rail link should have maximum linkage to the current system. We cannot rely on State Government studies alone, but should seek a joint RMIT and City of Melbourne study with different modelling assumptions. For example, there is room for extra track at both Flinders St and Southern Cross Station - re-aligning viaducts, a platform and even the Aquarium would reduce tunnelling costs. Such a system would also support the Docklands office growth and the stadium. Under a "Melbourne Central" as the only city link a football crowd leaving Docklands stadium and heading for Northern and Southern suburbs would be less manageable. 

In both Milan and Rome, they have tried to maximise the "Transit Directed Development" and ended up with two few links and too many changes of train, thus increasing pedestrian traffic within stations and delays for commuters. In Milan the express from the airport bypasses the Milan Central rail station which serves all international and Italy wide trains and the train to Como leaves from yet another subway station - we could be just as silly if the "Transit Directed Development" dominates future underground rail..

 

3.    The East West Link Needs Assessment (EWLNA) modelling suggests that  CO2 reduction through a mode shift to public transport and rail freight is minimal compared to improved fuel and vehicle efficiency of motor vehicles. (page 30 of 'Investing in Transport' East West Link Needs Assessment)

Recommend that a joint RMIT and City of Melbourne study with different modelling assumptions re-examine this question incl. a realistic assessment of car manufacturers' capacity for change. 

 

 

LIVEABILITY

This used to be important - What's wrong with a neat little outcome like :

Queen Victoria Market's operation will be supervised by the Council through a Council board member or other device to ensure that:

Heritage guidelines will be followed rather than turn the market into a Kath and Kim glitter eg Tattslotto advertising eg unreasonable demands on the kitchen wares stall operator.

That residents will not have to put up with the din of two four stroke blowers beyond the legal limit of 7 pm (now operating till after 9-30 pm)

 

BOLD AND INSPIRATIONAL - Does that mean steel scraps masquerading as sculpture rather than attractive trees?

How bold and inspirational would it be to have an outcome that there would be sufficient enforcement officers to ensure that Planning Permits were adhered to and that warnings and prosecutions took place within a reasonable period? 

 

INCLUSIVE

Your over - reliance on the WIKI method excludes people who would like to make simple outcome requests.

 

Yours sincerely

Ray Cowling (Resident)

