A democratic listening, speaking and acting city

A city for people also means that people involved in the decision-making about the city and its future. This involvement includes traditional voting for representatives, citizen consultation concerning issues such as strategic plans and planning decisions and new experimental forms of participation in which citizen’s are not asked to react, but have a leading co-creating role.

A responsive city 

There is an understanding that democratic practices are not limited to the town hall, but include many other places and organisational patterns in which people express their hopes, wants and needs for the future. The city council actively takes notice of these democratic expressions and takes them into account in decision-making processes.  The council commits to an open en responsive culture to citizen initiatives and will stimulate and support democratic reflective practices in all forms of expression; politically, artistically or otherwise.      

A democratic progressive city

People are concerned with real issues, not with abstract policies. The city council allows its decisions and policies to be challenged when they are applied in concrete cases and become real for people. Direct democratic forums, such as referenda or citizen assemblies, will be organised around a number of compelling and politically sensitive issues. Decision making in contemporary society is complex and the city council sees it as its prime task to inform citizens of all sides relevant to a decision in a complete, transparent, accessible and neutral way to empower people to get a full grasp of an issue and the implications of a choice. Sharing knowledge and informed debate are central to good governance.  

A co-created city

The city council recognises that good city planning and urban development is a key issue for the social, environmental and cultural sustainability of the city.  The city and the people form one system in which behaviour and the physical environment mutually reinforce each other’s qualities. The council is careful with giving decision-making control to private developers, but instead seeks optimal outcomes that take all aspects of sustainability into account including a citizen’s values, feelings and identities. The council will experiment with new forms of citizen participation in urban design choices. 

