Future Melbourne and the most significant developments to 2020 and beyond.

What will the changes and developments be up to 2020?
There will be 

Melburnians will learn how to live an urban lifestyle.

The central city continued to grow as an attractive place to live

Much as the central city had stagnated and declined in the 1950’s and 1960’s now the outer suburban areas were stagnating and declining.

Property values remained flat or declined.

With the big rises in the cost of energy living in outer suburban settings became less and less affordable. Government realised that for less than the cost of providing services to these parts of the city they could assist families to move into the flourishing urban centres of Footscray, Dandenong, Box Hill, broadmeadows, etc  These transit cities were now connected by a fast and efficient train system.

This meant that residents in the transit cities could easily commute by train to a nearby city.  
The urban areas of Melbourne had become rich in services and amenity and attractive as places to live and visit.

As more people chose to live in central Melbourne the character of the city changed. A new element (or maybe just a lost element) of neighbourhood grew alongside the identity of a global city and place of work and entertainment.

Melburnians developed a new culture of urban living where sense of neighbourhood was blended with the cosmopolitan buzz.
The central city became easier and more attractive to be in. This trend had started late last century but now the changes were much deeper:

The city streets were much safer. The pervading threat of fast cars had been removed. A default 30kph speed limit covered the entire central city ( as it did also in the transit cities). In many streets the limit was now at 15 kph. The central city streets were mostly filled with people walking or cycling. Vehicles were limited to trams and buses or service and delivery vehicles. Private cars were in a minority and most of these were car share.

Just as porn had driven the innovations of the internet which we now all enjoed. So speed drove the technology for ever more efficient motorised travel. Most short and medium distance vehicles were now electric powered.

In most streets children now moved about in relative safety.

By 2018 death and trauma from car crashes was very close to zero. The medical resources previously devoted to repairing the damage of road trauma were now focussed on the repair and renovation of ageing bodies.
Life extension technology was going ahead in leaps and bounds and Melbourne is a recognised world centre for it.

Most trips were done by walking, bicycle, train or tram. 

By 2018 Government had acknowledged that Sequestration technology was prohibitively expensive and that coal fired power was no longer an option
Distributed power generation using gas, wind and solar was now being rolled out and the old coal fired stations were decommissioned. The distributed systems were both more efficient and cheaper to run and more robust. Whilst gas was a limited resource that would soon be depleted there was still a window until the next generation technologies came on lne.
By 2025 The next generation of power generation technologies were now in pilot phase. The Japanese had commissioned a pilot space based orbiting solar power station and the first Helium Four fusion reactor had been commissioned. This was fuelled by H4 mined from the moon.

Governance. Sophisticated networking and collaboration ….  By 2015 there was a strong consensus that the new  urban system needed a new governance system. Under the passionate leadership of the lady mayoress the urban centres  ( transit cities) established new, expanded jurisdictions

Twin city of Melbourne/footscray 
Urban food -  thanks to the great influx of students at the beginning of the century good, inexpensive food became widely available in the central city. Cafes and restaurants were now serving local, routine eating needs rather than justa special dining culture.

Central city residents typically ate out or brought take way most days of the week. New apartnments often had only small basic kitchens. Eating out was actually cheaper than eating in. Local dining houses were so much more efficient at processing food. 

They were also much more efficient in their engery use and minimising and managing food waste.
By 2020 about 10% of food consumded in the central city was grown locally or in nearby cities – and the trend was increasing. Body corporates decided to use their garden spaces to service their members with fresh herbs and tree fruits. Courtyards and rooves were now planted but also planted woth food plants. 

Council decided to take the lead  in 2015 by giving over portions of parkland that were rarely used to reputable market gardeners to cultivated for fresh produce for used in the city. This still provided a green prospect for urban parklands but it also saved of the high cost of transporting food and reduced water use over all. 

The local schools also partnered with Council and the growers to include practical lessons in agriculture and the children helped with picking and processing as part of their lessons.  Most schools had their own gardens
Sports – Sport had grown into a major activity in the central city as the value and joy of exercising was now widely understood. Alongside the traditional spaorts new codes emerged, often reflecting new subcultures in the city such as the boom in table tennis ( in 20019 Melbourne hosted the world table tennis championships), but also technologically augmented activities had opened up new sports such as urban jumping where participants strapped on exoskeltons that enabled them to leap huge heights and distances 

Central city housing was booming. A boom in retrofitting exisitng buildings to improve their greenhouses performance also led to ….

Melbourne was a centre of innovation and development in construction technology and in particular developing Constructor robots which had slashed the costs of construction and enabled the production of very affordable apartments. This technology was now widely exported to China in particular where there was massive re-building of the numerous cities built there at the end of last century that required significant re-working to make them environmentally and socially viable.

By 2018 the costs of labour in China and India had risen to the point where manufacturing by hand was no longer as competitive as in had been late last century. This had led to a re-surgence in the development and  deployment of manufacting robotics and Melbourne had become a world leading centre in the research and development in this field. With robotics and nanotech the cost of manufacturing was plummeting. The trend to centralised manufacturing and world distribution was now been replaced by a model of local robotic manufacture informed by a world distribution 
By 2020 Melbourne had moved from being one of the least sustainable cities in the world to now ranking in the top 50 most sustainable cities. The eco footprint of the average central city Melbournian was now ………

Only through Melbourne consciously deciding to become a learning city did Melburnians develop the knowledge and polictacl consensus to do what needed to be done to make the city sustainable.

Melbourne was now a world leading city in the technology and social organisation of creating a sustainable city. Sophisticated frameworks of research, knowledge exchange, governance  and financing had enabled re-shaping of infrastructure but more importantly the re-shaping of the culture and behaviour of the citizens. The previous nimbyist approach of the cengtral city communities had given way to embracing the task of building truly sustainable city. Dense, medium rise mixed use buildings wer now welcomed by local communities.

Culture ownership to a culture of rental

Affordable. 

World centre in biomed/artificial intellingence. 

