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The Future Melbourne Wiki is coming...

In March, the Future Melbourne project will move into its next phase, ‘Negotiating the
Results’. In this phase, the draft plan will be developed online in a collaborative
environment using wiki technology (similar to Wikipedia).

So what exactly is a wiki?

In English, “wiki” is an abbreviation of the Hawaiian word “wiki wiki”, meaning “fast".

A wiki uses internet-based software that lets participants easily create, edit, and link web
pages. A defining wiki characteristic is the ease with which pages can be created and
updated.

Wiki technology has been described as “The simplest online database that could possibly
work”.

Around the world, wikis are fast becoming a popular tool for organisations to easily
collaborate and develop new ideas. To the best of our knowledge, this will be the first time
that any Local Council in Australia has used a Wiki to develop a Strategic Plan. If
successful, wiki technology may be expanded into other areas within the City of
Melbourne.

Why use a Wiki?

e« A wiki enables documents to be created using a web browser. A simple built-in editor
similar to Microsoft Word allows the drafting and editing of content.

o A wiki will enable the City of Melbourne to draw on the power of collaboration and to
engage with a wide range of people, including our project Partners, Stakeholders,
and the general public. Anybody is able to view the wiki through their web browser
and make comments or suggestions on the plan. The Future Melbourne Wiki will be
distinct from other sites like Wikipedia, in that outside the public consultation period
(24 May — 24 June), only designated City of Melbourne staff and selected
Stakeholders and Partners will be able to edit pages.

e Once finalised, the Future Melbourne Wiki will remain online as the main point of
access for those wishing to view the Plan. It is anticipated that only a limited number
of hard copy versions will be published for administrative purposes and to be
distributed to our community libraries and centres, for those without access to the
internet. This also fits with the City of Melbourne’s ongoing commitment to reduce the
amount of paper used by the organisation!

e Developing Future Melbourne in an online wiki will mean the plan can be easily
updated and reviewed on a regular basis without the need for reprints. The Future
Melbourne Plan can therefore be considered less a static document and more a
dynamic collaborative environment, which can respond to change as required.

For a description of what the Future Melbourne Wiki will look like please turn
over.
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What will it look like?

The Future Melbourne Wiki will appear very similar to many other web pages.
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Drawing on the ideas, visions and dreams of the Melbourne community, the City of

Melbourne will develop a city strategy that truly reflects its community and its needs both now and in 2020 and beyond

Future Melbourne is led by the City of Melbourne, with contributions from project partners such as: the University of Melbourne, the

Australian Conservation Foundation; the Committee for Melbourne; the Property Council of Australia (VIC); and the Victorian Council for

Social Senvice, and the RMIT Global Cities Institute
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A Future Melbourne Reference Group, made up of prominent Melburnians is acting as a sounding board for this project and the expertise of many of Melbourne's great

thinkers is also being drawn upon.

But of course, the Melbourne community is the most important partner in this project

With one very important difference...

Each page can be easily edited and re-drafted.
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Welcome to Future Melbourne

A plan for the future of Melbourne

Through Future Melbourne, the City of Melbourne is developing a plan for the future of the city.

Everyone is invited to add to the conversation and debate, and join in activities to generate ideas and
actions for Melbourne.

The completed plan, 'Future Melbourne', will guide the city's development until 2020 and beyond. The plan
will be completed in September 2008.

[[http://www-dev.futuremelbourne.com.au/wiki/view/Sandbox/ThePlan][View 2020 Plan]]

— Main DaleBowerman - 28 Feb 2008
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With your contributions we'll produce strategies that reflect the needs of the city now and the years to come.

Recent news

Many of you have shared
ideas about all aspects of the
city through & variety of Future
Melbourne forums and
activities.

Your ideas have now been
gatherad into ‘Futurs
Melbourne: considering the
options’ - a series of possible
futures for the city.

Now the City of Malbourne is
inviting comment on these
optiens. Your commaents wall

= used in the development of
the first draft of the Futurs
Melbourne plan
Den't miss your chancs to
share your vision for the city
=nd help shaps our futurs.

Comments close on Friday, 29

When can | have a look?

The Future Melbourne Team will be in contact during March to let you know exactly when

and how you can get involved!
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